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University College in Gower Street. Petitions for and
against such a measure had been presented to Parliament
in the previous session, and these had been referred on
the recommendation of the late Government to a
Committee of the Privy Council. "Without waiting for the
report of this committee, Tooke, the member for Truro,
moved, with the support of the Opposition and its
leaders, an address to the Crown, praying that the
proposed charter might issue forthwith. In spite of
Peel's remonstrances, the motion was carried by a
majority of 246 to 136.
The division showed not only that the Opposition
were determined and united, but that on side issues and
on matters of less than primary importance Peel could
not even muster the full strength of his own followers.
Nevertheless, he still resolved not to resign, though he
began to see that it was becoming more and more
difficult for him to persevere in the task he had under-
taken of conducting the Government of the country with
a minority of the House of Commons. "Nothing," he
wrote on 25th March in a Cabinet memorandum, "can
in my opinion justify an administration in persevering
against a majority but a rational and well-grounded
hope of acquiring additional support and converting a
minority into a majority. I see no ground for enter-
taining that hope; but I do see the greatest prejudice to
the cause of good government, to the character of an
administration, and of the public men who compose it, and
to the prerogatives of the Crown, in a long-continued
course, either of acquiescing in what you believe to be
wrong, for fear of being in a minority, or of exhibiting
the Executive Government without control over the